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A MESSAGE FROM

OUR PRESIDENT
“Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
My hope for our upcoming Pascha
Feast is that we can increase our attendance during Lenten Services.
Our vesper services give us an opportunity to pray as a community, visit our
different Orthodox parishes and have
fellowship with our Orthodox friends
from different jurisdictions. Let’s make
this year the most attended. Let’s set
an attendance record. Look at the list,
on the next page showing the date,
parish and time for our 2015 Lenten
Vesper Services.
Our clergy are moving forward with
their YouTube videos and we are excited to see more from this ministry
through in 2015. The topics will focus
on moral and social issues. Our clergy
are also encouraged to select topics
of their own choice. Some will be spoken in both English and their national
language. This ministry offers a wonderful opportunity for our clergy to
answer your questions as an Orthodox Christian and offer short but insightful teachings.
We are collecting contact information
for businesses and professionals. We
intend to publish a booklet Directory of
Orthodox professionals and businesses. When it is printed, we will
distribute it to each of our homes as a
reference. This offers us an opportunity to support our Orthodox friends
first wherever possible.
I will be visiting as many parishes as I
can to speak about this publication
and hope to collect contact information from all of you wishing to have
their profession or business included.
Some suggested professions could be
babysitting, housecleaning, printing
service, videography, restaurants,
attorney, doctor, mechanic, handyman
and private teacher for Music, Math,
and English, etc. The list goes on!
Also, we are investigating the possibility of restarting a local Orthodox Radio

Hour here in Detroit. There are opportunities for you who are educators that
would like to volunteer and help educate our listeners on topics such as:

•
•
•
•
•

Orthodox views on current issues
Orthodox bookshelf
Exploring the Bible
Church music
Entertainment

I hope you will give serious thought to
helping make this program exciting.
Besides these major efforts there are
many events we organize and support. Coming this spring will be a social event for families of 11th and 12th
graders planning to attend college and
wishing to learn more about the OCF
program on college campuses.
And, our Church School Ministry will
be having a workshop for teachers. It
promises to be very informative, focusing on teaching techniques and
lesson planning. All teachers will want
to attend this workshop. Watch for
more information coming soon.

“Go forth and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that
I have commanded you; and Lo, I AM
with you always, even unto the end of
time.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
The Council of Orthodox Christian
Churches of Metropolitan Detroit is a
cooperative organization of clergy and
laity established in 1957. Our mission is to
promote the Faith through worship, fellowship, charity, education, and outreach.
The devotion of all who serve and
support us allows our witness of faith in
Detroit to continue into the future.

The COCC functions by means of
monthly meetings of the representatives of the member parishes. The
meetings are held at 7:00 PM, usually
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
The priest(s) and 2 delegates from
each member parish are encouraged
to participate, and we are happy to
welcome new parish representatives
and observers. (If your parish is not
already an active member, please
encourage your priest and parish
council to participate.)

THE COCC EXECUTIVE BOARD

There is so much to do and we can
use your talents. If you read something that interests you, please contact
me, at 248 345-9346.

JOHN VASILCO, Treasurer

Richard J Shebib
COCC President
PS- If you would be interested in helping keep records of our work please
contact me.

Our Prayers for a Joyous Pascha!
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The Hymn of Exile Leads Us Home
By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and we wept when we remembered Zion. We
hung our harps upon the willows in the midst of it. For there those who carried us away captive asked of us a song, and those who plundered us requested mirth, saying, “Sing us one of
the songs of Zion!” How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land? If I forget you, O
Jerusalem, Let my right hand forget its skill! If I do not remember you, let my tongue cling
to the roof of my mouth if I do not exalt Jerusalem above my chief joy. (Ps. 137, 1-6)
This song of the Jewish Babylonian captivity became known as the hymn of those
in exile. Spiritually, humanity is in such a state of alienation. For this reason, three
Sundays before Lent, at Matins, the Polyeleion is being sung in the Orthodox
Church. The verses of this Psalm remind us of the heavenly Zion and that we are
all in exile from our heavenly home. They call us to ever remember our spiritual
origins and to return to that place and that condition. Romanians say: “He who returns enters Paradise.” Repentance is indeed a precondition of our true return home.
(The Weekly Bulletin of St George Romanian Orthodox Cathedral)

+ from our SPIRITUAL ADVISOR
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
A month ago, I participated in our annual diocesan conference / retreat in Arizona. It’s held in a beautiful and really
serene venue. The weather is always gorgeous. The view
of mountains to the South and to the North is amazing.
Even though the subjects on the agenda can be a bit intense, I always look forward
to sharing some relaxing
time with our brother clergy
and hierarchs.
Anywaaaay, here in Detroit
we had freezing temperatures, ice and snow, those
“winter things” that can delay airplane flights, and
that’s what happened.
Take-off was delayed only
about half an hour, but then
there was also a similar delay at my first stop, I lost my
scheduled ride from the airport, etc. My point being, it
was a bit frustrating and the simple flight to “my happy
place” in Arizona seemed to take forever.
That’s life. Who doesn’t remember sitting as a child in the
back seat of the car on your way to wherever, and asking
your parents, “Are we there, yet?” Then, a while later,
“Are we there, yet?” And after another really long five
minutes go by, “Are we there, yet?”
Beloved, that’s often how it is when we really want to get
somewhere as soon as possible, when we are really looking
forward to reaching our destination… our grandparents
house, the toy store, the beach, etc. Being told to be patient
doesn’t help. We’re here and we want to be there.

Now that we’re in the Great Lent we should be looking
forward to our destination, the holy Pascha of the Lord.
However, like every other trip, we have to have a little
patience. We have to decide that we honestly want (or
need) to go to “that place” across the country, down the
street, next month or right now, today. We have to get
ready mentally. We need to pack our bag, that is, decide
what needs to be left behind and what we need to take with
us. We need to accept that while the trip may feel long or,
in fact may actually take a very long time, or that it may
possibly be uncomfortable at times, inconvenient in some
ways. the goal is well worth whatever effort we put into it.
It’s like leaving behind twelve inches of snow and -10 degrees Fahrenheit in Detroit, for 80 degrees and sunny Paradise Valley, Arizona. It’s just so nice to get there.
Don’t let the little spiritual effort of increased spiritual
reading, confession, Holy Communion, almsgiving, fasting
in diet, speech, and social activities detract you from making the journey, the annual pilgrimage to the most glorious
and joyous, life-giving, happy experience of humankind,
the Great Passover of the Lord from Death to Life, where
the sun is so warm and brilliant, and everything is beyond
our expectations, where life is far more beautiful and serene then where we are today... and I don’t mean Detroit. I
mean, where we are in our lifelong journey that takes us
from death to life, from earth to heaven
In anticipation, Christ is Risen!

Fr Laurence Lazar
President of the Detroit Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood
Spiritual Advisor to the COCC
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SAINTS & FEASTS
OF THE SEASON

“Christ is risen
from the dead
trampling down
death by death,
and to those
in the tombs
bestowing life!"
-Tropar of Pascha

THE

RESURRECTION

P

eople condemned God to death; with His Resurrection He
condemned them to immortality. For striking Him, God
returned embraces; for insults, blessings; for death, immortality. Never did men show more hate towards God
than when they crucified Him; and God never showed His love
towards people more than when He was resurrected. Mankind
wanted to make God dead, but God, with His Resurrection,
made people alive, the crucified God resurrected on the third day
and thereby killed death! There is no more death. Immortality is
surrounding man and his entire world.
Death, now where is your sting?
Hell, now where is your victory?
Christ is risen, and you are overthrown!
Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen!
Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice!
Christ is risen, and life reigns!
Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in a tomb!

With the Resurrection of the God-Man, the nature of man is irreversibly led toward the road of immortality and man's nature
becomes destructive to death itself. For until the Resurrection of
Christ, death was destructive for man; from the Resurrection of
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Christ, man's nature becomes destructive in death. If man lives
in the faith of the Resurrected God Man, he lives above death, he
is unreachable for her; death is under man's feet. Death where is
thy sting? Hell, where is thy victory? And when a man who believes in Christ dies, he only leaves his body as his clothes, in
which he will be dressed again on the Day of Last Judgment.
Before the Resurrection of the God-Man, death was the second
nature of man; life was first and death was second. Man became
accustomed to death as something natural. But after His Resurrection the Lord changed everything: and it was only natural
until Christ's Resurrection, that the people became mortal, so
after Christ's Resurrection it was natural that the people became
immortal. Through sin, man becomes mortal and temporal; with
the Resurrection of the God-Man, he becomes immortal and
eternal. In this lies the strength, in this lies the power, in this lies
the might of Christ's Resurrection. Without the Resurrection
there is no Christianity. Among the miracles, this is the greatest
one; all other miracles begin and end with it. From it sprouted
the faith and the love and the hope and the prayer and the love
toward God.
“Condemned to Immortality:A meditation on the Resurrection”
St (Archimandrite) Justin Popovic

SAINT INNOCENT of ALASKA | March 31
In 1824, 30 years after the establishment
of the Russian Orthodox mission on Kodiak Island, a new phase of mission work
among the Alaskan people commenced.
At that time Fr. John Veniaminov, a 27year old priest, arrived on the Aleutian
Island of Unalaska, Alaska, with his family, thus beginning the 37 years of missionary work in Alaska of St. Innocent,
Apostle to America.
He was born 1n 1797 in the village of
Anga, near Irkutsk, Siberia, seven years
before the glorification of St Innocent of
Irkutsk. He attended the school that St
Innocent had established, and thus, it was
appropriate that he received his monastic
name in honor of Innocent of Irkutsk.
The brilliant future saint and bishop had
numerous gifts in addition to his zeal and
love of God. Besides being a scholar,
linguist, scientist and writer, he had many
practical skills and worked tirelessly for
the people. He learned the Aleut and
other native languages and created written

alphabets for them, so he could translate
catechism, liturgical books and Bible for
the natives and teach them to read.
As Fr Herman also had done, Fr John
taught the natives practical skills: construction, carpentry, gardening, metalworking. He built churches, orphanages
and schools, where trades were taught
with religion and traditional studies.
While on a trip to Moscow, on behalf of
his Alaskan mission work, Fr. John’s wife
died, and in 1840, he was tonsured a
monk and consecrated as the first resident
Bishop of Alaska. In 1869 (just two years
after Russia sold Alaska to the United
States), Innocent was made Metropolitan
of Moscow (Head of the entire Russian
Church), from where he continued to
watch over his former mission fields.
When St. Innocent reposed in 1879, he
was buried at the Trinity-St. Sergius
Lavra Monastery. He was glorified as a
saint in 1977, and now his relics are in the
Dormition Cathedral at the Lavra.

HOLY APOSTLE JAMES | April 30
Saint James the Just, also called James
Adelphos and James the Brother of Our
Lord (died AD 62), was the first Bishop
or Patriarch of Jerusalem. According to
the Protoevangelion of James, James was
the son of Joseph—along with the other
'brethren of the Lord' mentioned in the
scripture—from a marriage prior to his
betrothal to Mary. He wrote an epistle
which is part of the New Testament. St.
James is commemorated on October 23;
on December 26 and also on the first Sunday after the Nativity, along with David
the King and St. Joseph; and on January 4
among the Seventy Apostles.
Paul describes James as being one of the
persons the risen Christ showed himself
to (I Corinthians 15:3-8); then later in I
Corinthians, mentions James in a way that
suggests James had been married (9:5);
and in Galatians, Paul lists James with
Cephas (better known as Peter) and John,
as the three "pillars" of the Church, and
who will minister to "the circumcised" (that is the Jews) in Jerusalem,
while Paul and his fellows will minister to
the Gentiles (2:9, 2:12).

Acts provides clear evidence that James
was an important figure in the Christian
community of Jerusalem. When Peter,
having miraculously escaped from prison,
must flee Jerusalem, he asks that James
be informed. When the Christians of Antioch had concerns over certain matters,
they send Paul and Barnabas to confer
with the church there, and it is James who
utters definitive judgment. When Paul
arrives in Jerusalem to deliver the money
he raised for the faithful there, it is James
to whom he speaks, and who insists that
Paul ritually cleanse himself.
A debated passage, often characterized as
a Christian interpolation, in Josephus'
Jewish Antiquities, records his death in
Jerusalem as having occurred after the
death of the procurator Porcius Festus, yet
before Clodius Albinus took office
(Antiquities 20,9)—which has thus been
dated to AD 62. The high priest Ananus
took advantage of this lack of imperial
oversight to assemble a council of judges
who condemned James "on the charge of
breaking the law," then had him executed
by stoning.
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The
Experience of
TIME and

ETERNITY
in Worship
PART 2 of 2
These few words ore offered to help people in general to have a
better understanding of what Orthodox liturgical practices are
supposed to convey and why. In particular, comments are directed towards Orthodox cantors, singers and choir directors to
help guide them in accurately fulfilling their roles in Divine Services and to resist the contemporary spread of innovative liturgical practices that undermine the fullness of what Orthodox Worship should be all about.
Orthodox Architecture and Icons
Correspond to Heavenly Prototypes
Since our primary focus here is on liturgical
practice, we will only very briefly cite a few
examples of how this fundamental principle is expressed in Orthodox
architecture and iconography.
First, one very important
example in Orthodox
architecture is that
the traditional
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Orthodox dome over a basically square, rather than rectangular
space, is understood to be a reflection of the heavens over the
earth, and symbolizes that the liturgical action that occurs beneath the dome is a reflection of the heavenly worship. (There
are many other ways in which Orthodox church architecture
symbolizes the heavenly realm and its continuous worship of the
Holy Trinity, which we don’t have space to consider here. For
further discussion, see: The Artistic Unity of the Russian Orthodox Church: Religion, Liturgy, Icons and Architecture, by Dr.
Jane M. deVyver, M.Th., M.A., Ph.D.; St. Innocent/Firebird
Videos, Audios & Books, Redford, MI; 1992; http://
www.firebirdvideos.com/books/artistic.htm)
Second, in authentic Orthodox icons, which, in addition to the
iconostasis, normally cover the walls and ceiling of the Orthodox temple, and reveal salvation history while making the invisible heavenly realm visible, also reflect the Orthodox experience
of standing in two worlds at once. Authentic icons correspond to
and reflect the vision of the transfigured, redeemed and Eternal
Reality in a similar way as Divine Services do. Some of the
techniques used to convey this reality are: not depicting the figures as we see things with our outer bodily eyes, but showing the
bodies, nature, animals and buildings in a ‘stylized’ way, as seen
with the inner, spiritual eyes. Another iconographic technique,
which symbolizes that time and space are transcended in the
Divine realm, is the use of what is called “reversed perspective.”
This means that instead of trying to depict a three-dimensional
image on a two-dimensional surface by using “Renaissance perspective,” in which things in the background are shown to be
smaller than things in the foreground, icons use what is called
“reversed perspective,” where things in the foreground are
smaller, and things in the background are larger. “Renaissance
perspective” tries to imitate the world as seen
with our human, temporal eyes, whereas
“Reversed perspective” seeks to convey
the Eternal, heavenly realm—Reality
from God’s perspective, not from
human perspective. (Again, there
are many other iconographic techniques by which authentic
icons reflect Orthodox theology that

The Man & His Sons
An old man has several sons who would quarrel with each other despite
anything he could do stop them. So one day, he ordered a bundle of
sticks to be brought to him, and then called his sons and told them to try
and break the bundle. They each tried, but were unsuccessful. The
sticks were so closely bound together that it was impossible for any man
to break them.
Then the father had the bundle untied, and gave each son a single stick,
telling them to try and break that. This they did easily.
Then the old man spoke to them and said, “Now, my sons, you see the
strength of unity. If you would all stand together, nobody could harm
you, but if you keep quarreling and dividing among yourselves, you will
be an easy prey for your enemies, because you deprive yourselves of
the strength of unity.”
What’s the Moral? People who will not work together cannot succeed.
from “Young Life” Orthodox Children’s Magazine, February 1983

that we don’t have space to discuss here. See again the previously cited “Artistic Unity” book.)
Characteristics of Heavenly Worship
Let us now discuss the major thrust of this article, namely, the
experience of time and eternity in Orthodox Divine worship.
First, we must accept the Orthodox Church’s premise that what
we do in our Divine Services is a reflection of Divine worship.
Having accepted this premise, then let us ask— what are the
characteristics of heavenly worship? Perhaps the most prominent
elements of heavenly worship, as described especially in the
Apocalypse/Revelation, is that the angels are in continuous
prayer, continuously singing hymns, and falling down in worship. (There are other characteristics that won’t be discussed
here, in order to maintain our focus on liturgical singing and
chanting.)
How Orthodox Worship Corresponds to Heavenly Prototypes
How are these characteristics reflected in Orthodox worship?
First of all, the numerous references in the Apocalypse/
Revelation and in many of the Psalms of the angels singing, or
worshipers being called to sing psalms and hymns, is reflected in
the Orthodox Tradition of singing and chanting all Divine Services. A chanter “reads” hymns and prayers, but to “read” does
not mean to speak-read, but to chant-read. (In other languages of
the Orthodox world, the same word is used to refer to both
chanting and singing, although in English we usually distinguish
between the two.)
Second, another vital component of Orthodox worship is the
experience of “time.” There are several liturgical practices characteristic of Orthodox worship which are intended to convey that
what we are doing in Orthodox Divine Services is a reflection of
Divine worship, wherein we participate in the continuous singing of the angels before God’s throne in heaven, and wherein we

leave the temporal world and its “chronos” concept of earthly
time, and enter into the “kairos” concept of transfigured and
redeemed time. These liturgical practices, vital to the authentic
celebration of Divine worship and to an accurate reflection of
Orthodox theology, include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

Not sharply cutting off at the ends of phrases.
In general, singing and chanting “legato” (smoothly) and
holding out the last syllable.
Overlapping between the singers, cantors, and clergy.
Not having “empty spaces,” where singers or chanters stop
before the next liturgical action starts, and there are silent
“holes” in what should be the continuous flow of worship.
Singing and chanting at an appropriate tempo that is neither
too fast nor too slow, and at a volume that is neither shouting nor inaudible, (as is appropriate to what is being sung or
chanted, the acoustics of the church, and size of the choir,
etc.). Racing through hymns and responses and shouting at
full-volume reflect the rat-race of our temporal world, not
the peace of the heavenly realm.
The texts and their theology are of primary importance to
Orthodox liturgical practice, and basically “drive” the music. Therefore the words must be pronounced carefully with
great attention to diction, so the words are understandable.
If the tempo is too fast, clear diction disappears, and there
are simply sounds, not words.

Much of our magnificent Orthodox theology is contained in the
beautiful poetry of the hymns of the Divine Services, which is
lost if not sung and chanted in an understandable way (and of
course, in an understandable language).
By Sister Ioanna,
St Innocent of Alaska
Monastic Community
Redford, Michigan
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Here are a few suggestions and reminders to not only consider, but
act upon with joy as we approach the Holy Pascha...

CELEBRATING

The Feast
of Feasts

♦

Participate fully and on time in all the services of Holy Week and
Pascha – and above all the Midnight Resurrection. It is sinful to
absent without a good reason “blessed” by the Lord. Bring your
children! Nothing is more important.

♦

Offer a ride, especially to the elderly or those who prefer not driving at night.

♦

Prepare to receive Holy Communion especially at the midnight
Liturgy of Pascha!

♦

Make a sacrificial financial offering in honor of the feast. It is a
pious custom to demonstrate in this way our gratitude that the
Lord has opened Paradise to us!

♦

Don’t pass by the Charity plate without leaving a gift for those in
need. We have no other means of helping them.

♦

Please remember that the “Paşti” (this is a custom particularly
among Romanians: bread & wine distributed after Resurrection services)
is blessed and if taken home, must be consumed reverently and
not discarded. Make the sign of the cross, say Christ is Risen, then
eat it on an empty stomach during “Bright week”.

♦

Make sure that you truly welcome every visitor because he or she
may actually be an angel! [Take a moment and read Hebrews 13:2]

♦

The palms & willows blessed on Palm Sunday should be place
over or near an icon in your home. Eventually they can be burned
or returned to the church for proper disposal.

♦

Bring a personal Paschal Basket for blessing (and maybe sharing!)
at the early morning Paschal Break-fast. It is customarily decorated with a white/embroidered scarf, and contains foods fasted
from during Lent (Colac, wine, cheese, butter, red eggs, lamb, bacon, sausage, ham, etc.)

♦

Remember that from Pascha to the Ascension we greet each other
with “Christ is Risen!”. Fasting is not permitted during the Bright
Week after Pascha. We don’t kneel in prayer for 50 days, until the
“Kneeling Vesper” at Pentecost.

Norwegian Kristus er oppstanden! Han er sannelig oppstanden! Swedish Kristus är uppstånden! Ja, Han är verkligen
uppstånden! Portuguese Cristo ressuscitou! Verdadeiramente ressuscitou! Czech Kristus vstal z mrtvých! Vpravdě
vstal z mrtvých! Lithuanian: Kristus prisikėlė! Tikrai prisikėlė! Turkish Hristós diril-Dí! Hakíkatén diril-Dí! Filipino Si
Cristo ay nabuhay! Siya nga ay nabuhay Aleut Kristus aq ungwektaq! Pichinuq ungwektaq! Japanese ハリストス復
活！Harisutosu fukkatsu! 実に復活！
Jitsu ni fukkatsu! Swahili Kristo Amefufukka! Kweli Amefufukka! Greek
Χριστός Ανέστη! Christos Anesti! Αληθώς
Ανέστη! Aleithos Anesti! German Christus ist auferstanden! Er ist wahrhaftig auferstanden! Romanian Hristos a înviat!
Adevărat a înviat! Italian Cristo è risorto! È veramente risorto! French Le Christ est ressuscité Vraiment Il est ressuscité!
Spanish Cristo ha resucitado! Verdaderamente, ha resucitado! Russian Христос Воскресе! Khristos Voskrese!
Воистину Воскресе! Voistinu Voskrese! Ukrainian Христос Воскрес! Khrystos Voskres! Воістину Воскрес! Voistynu Voskres!
Serbian Христос Воскресе! Christos Voskrese! Ваистину Воскресе! Vaistinu Voskrese! Albanian Krishti u ngjall! Vërtet u
ngjall! Arabic Al-Masih-Qam! !مQR QST Hakkan Qam! !مQR UVWXYاLatin Christus Surrexit! Surrexit vere! Polish Chrystus
zmartwychwstał! Prawdziwie zmartwychwstał!

CHRIST IS RISEN! TRULY HE IS RISEN!

A Prayer for
These Difficult Days

+
Let us pray
to the Lord.

TO OUR C

OPTIC

BROTHERS & SISTERS
The Orthodox community of Detroit
stands behind the words offered below
by Fr Shalhoub, written on behalf of his
parish of St Mary Antiochian Basilica.

Dear Fr Maximos
and the Coptic Orthodox Community,
I can only weep. I can only wail for what
happened to the 21 Coptic Orthodox men
massacred at the hands of the Islamic extremists, ISIS. What have they done? What
is their sin? They have done nothing to
humanity except to help a country rebuild –
Libya, and if their sin is to be baptized Orthodox Christians, it is truly a baptism of
blood and these martyrs’ souls will nurture
not only the Kingdom of God in heaven, but
shall strengthen the world against evil.
Where are the leaders of the world? Do we
hear from King Salman of Saudi Arabia?
Do we hear from Rohani, President of Tehran? Have we heard from the Muslims
around the world condemning this atrocity? And where are the Christian world
leaders of Europe and President Obama?
We know we are in the same boat together.
The world powers defeated the Nazi’s who
had the most armament in their midst –
fighter jets and intelligence, yet we
defeated them because Nazism was against
humanity. What makes ISIS any better or
any different?

Today, not only the Egyptians, but the entire world cries and weeps for their children, their widows and orphans left behind,
and the parents, so broken their hearts will
never heal. We have succumbed to the lower
depths of civilization and standards of the
world to hear, see and look the other way.
Twenty-one were massacred because they
believed in the Cross of Jesus of Nazareth.
The Cross will never be defeated because
great joy and faith comes through the cross
and Jesus will give us the victory. It seems
every week we need to cry and reach out to
each other and in this gathering, there will
be comfort for the day.
I repeat, 21 Egyptian Orthodox Christians
blood is precious. The three young Muslim
lives at Chapel Hill are precious, and those
who died in Syria at the hands of ISIS are
precious. The Holy Land might lose some of
their young, but it can never lose faith we
behold in our Lord and Master, Jesus
Christ who says, “ I am with you always.
Even if you walk through fire, you will not
be burned, cross the ocean, you will not
drown, because we have with us the sign of
the cross, O Lord.”
We are bowing down today as these 21 innocent Egyptian Orthodox Christians
bowed at the hand of ISIS. ISIS will never
defeat Your glorious Resurrection.

Fr. George Shalhoub

O merciful and loving Lord,
Jesus Christ our God: knowing
that through the ages your
Church has endured persecution and has been strengthened by the blood of the holy
martyrs, we raise our voices in
prayer today for those around
the world being persecuted for
their faith, especially the Christian faithful of Europe, Iraq,
Syria and the Middle East,
Egypt and North Africa; and
we ask that you grant them
every spiritual weapon to endure their suffering. Grant eternal crowns to the recently martyred Coptic Orthodox whose
faithfulness has inspired the
world. Comfort the families of
every child of God who is mercilessly tortured or executed
without cause. Lead those responsible for such unspeakable acts of evil and terror to
repentance before the Day of
Judgment. Guide the civil authorities of the world to seek
peace, and empower our
armed forces to protect us.
O Lord, by the power of your
infinite love and mercy that
sustain the world, take away
our fears and strengthen us
and our children to be strong
witnesses of our Orthodox
faith, the Ark of our salvation.
For you are merciful, O God,
and the lover of mankind and
we offer glory to you, together
with your Father who is without
beginning and your all-holy,
good and life-creating Spirit,
now and ever and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
[Fr L Lazar, 2015]
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DETROIT’S OWN
ORTHODOX
RADIO

It is with great enthusiasm that the
Council of Orthodox Churches (COCC)
announces the return of Orthodox Christian Radio to the greater Detroit region!
The first incarnation of “The Orthodox
Hour” was aired in the late 1980’s and
early 1990’s. The program was 30 minutes in the English language, hosted by
Fr Leonte Copacia and later for a short
time by Fr Dusan Koprivica. (An hour
time-slot was split with the Romanian
Orthodox Deanery of Michigan that had
a 30 minute Romanian language program each week.) The program was
well received by listeners and gave a
good name nationally to the Detroit
Orthodox Community for their efforts.
Unfortunately, funding for the program
eventually fell short and the program
was cancelled.
Recently, through inquiry of Archbishop
Nathaniel, and the due diligence of
COCC President Richard Shebib with
committee, the hope of renewing our

radio presence has once again come to
light. Several meetings and planning
sessions resulted in a proposal that was
presented to the COCC meeting of February 2015. The Council looked favorably on the plan and gave it unanimous
endorsement, committing funds for the
first 3 months of programming!
Our managing committee includes:
Richard Shebib, Fr Dimitrie Vincent,
Snezana Milutinovic, Jim Badeen,
Karen Todorov, John Lazar, and Tom
Rosco. We are looking to expand this
volunteer staff, especially with those
who have experience in broadcasting,
marketing, sales, media, etc.
The scope of the program continues to
evolve, but what is certain is that it will
be of professional quality and beneficial
to all who listen! Both Metropolitan
Nicholas and Archbishop Nathaniel
have endorsed and blessed our work, so
now we look to YOU for assistance,
financial and physical, to support

HISTORIC
ORTHODOX
DETROIT
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WNZK

690AM
DetroIT’S STATION OF NATIONS!
Sundays: 4:00-5:00pm
BEGINNING April 26, 2015!
Detroit Orthodox Radio that will air
Sundays 4:00pm-5:00pm on WNZK
690AM. The program will also be
streamed live online (www.birach.com/
wnzk.html). With God’s help, we can
make this a true Inter-Orthodox effort
for our parishes and the entire city!
The first program will be Sunday, April
26, 2015 — so mark your calendars,
please pray for our success and be sure
to tune in — the DOOR is open!

The Detroit Orthodox Community has a history of over 100 years! For
various reasons over the decades, most parishes have left the “old
neighborhoods” and venerable original structures. Some parishes have
sadly closed their doors, while others have been founded more recently. Whatever the case, your history is our history, so please contact Mary Ann Dadich (586 775 4799, mdadich811@gmail.com) for
more information.
Help us preserve and share our rich spiritual and cultural heritage in
our great city. Let’s share our pride and history, keeping the spirit of
our past alive for future generations!

COCC Meeting HIGHLIGHTS
Recent meetings of the COCC were held at St George
Cathedral, Southfield (January) and Sts Peter & Paul,
Dearborn Heights (February). Some recent discussion
and activities included...

♦

Endorsement of the DOOR (Detroit’s Own Orthodox
Radio) Committee’s proposal to renew the weekly radio
broadcast, and commitment of funds for first 3 months
of programming.

♦

Continued need to fill vacant role of Secretary; also at
the request of Sister Ioanna, that a new web-master be
secured for coccdetroit.org as soon as possible.

♦

Review of the Annual Clergy & Wives Appreciation
Dinner (held at Mama Mia’s Restaurant in Livonia,
December 30) and acknowledgment of gratitude by the
clergy for this continued tradition.

♦

Approval and disbursement of honoraria for retired
clergy and clergy widows at Christmas.

♦

Approval of the Choir Ministry’s intended ambassador
concert to Cleveland, Ohio after Pascha. The choir will
be the guest of “Zoe for Life” and offer a first-ever performance at St Mary Romanian Cathedral there as a
benefit for Zoe.

♦

Preparations for the Annual Sunday Lenten Vespers
and Speaker Series.

♦

Continued development of the YouTube media ministry
under the channel “COCCTELCOM”, with informative excerpts from area clergy, COCC events, good will
efforts, educational programs, etc.

♦

Preliminary plans for the 2015 Dinner Dance Benefit,
as well as the upcoming Church School Teachers Workshop, OCF Open House, and possible larger scale community service project in 2015.

♦

Progress on the Orthodox Business Directory project
underway for 2015, with plan of action, target participants, and intended goals.

“Truly a unique magazine — I don’t think any Orthodox council in the country can say they have something like this to help us further our work!”
“Outstanding publication! It’s really amazing how
profession and informative each issue is!”

YOU CAN
HELP US!
ANNUAL APPEAL
Our “Good Works” Publication is a labor intensive effort
of love and joy. Our goal is to provide a FREE, bimonthly resource of articles, photographs, educational
material, announcements, and other information for
Orthodox Christians, and the public here in Detroit.
We grateful for the positive comments received, and, as
always, welcome your comments, submissions (and
even constructive critiques).
If you have found merit in the “Good Works”, or other
aspects of the COCC, we hope you will find it in your
heart to support us with a donation at this once-a-year
appeal. Your contribution will help with expenses, and
enable us to expand our publication and the ministries
of the COCC. Simply fill out and return the card below
with your gift and proper postage in the enclosed envelope. Thank you and may God bless you!

GOOD WORKS Appeal + Survey
NAME(s) _________________________________________________
EMAIL(s) _________________________________________________
PHONE (_____________) __________________________________

Please accept my gift of:

SECRETARY
NEEDED!
The COCC is looking for someone
to fill the role of Secretary for our
organization. Although an essential position, the work
load is minimal (meeting minutes, database, basic written / emailed correspondence). Please, consider volunteering! Call Richard Shebib (248 345-9346). We
hope to fill this important need before Pascha.

(payable to: COCC Detroit)

$100
$50
___________

$25

Please check any area that you may be interested in:
Choir

Poor & Needy

Youth & Young Adults

Outreach

Food Pantry

Other _____________

Comments regarding “Good Works” or the COCC are welcome:
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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PARTNERS, AffiliateS & MINISTries of the cocc: Get involved!

THE ORTHODOX CHOIR OF DETROIT
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The Orthodox Choir of Metropolitan Detroit has
brought an essential aspect of our Faith to the region
with its beautiful music. The ensemble is composed
in mixed voice (SATB) from parishes across the city,
and is regarded as one of the finest such ensembles
in the US. The Vesper Choir is a more loosely organized group that leads responses at the annual
Sunday Lenten series. The choir also rehearses
more intensely to prepare for concerts and other
events as needed. The repertoire includes many
composers, from traditional Byzantine and ancient
melodies, to modern-day Americans. (Matushka)
Victoria Kopistiansky is the musical director, and
Elizabeth Star (734 306-1486 | starelizabeth70@gmail.com) is the COCC liaison. New singers are always welcome!

CLERGY BROTHERHOOD

FOCUS MOTOR CITY

The Orthodox Christian Women of Michigan has
members from various jurisdictions of Canonical
Orthodox churches in metropolitan Detroit. Educational programs are presented monthly, and a summer retreat is also held. The charitable purpose is
fulfilled primarily by collecting food / paper products
then distributed to those in need. New clothing and
other items requested by Children's Hospital of
Michigan are also collected. Annual observances of
its founding are celebrated in February with a luncheon and election of a Board of Directors. For further
information, contact President Mary Ann Dadich
(586 775-4799 | mdadich811@gmail.com).

FOCUS North America is a national movement,
founded by Orthodox Christians united in faith, and
joined by others,
with a desire to provide action-oriented
and
sustainable
solutions to poverty
in
co mmuni t i es
across America. As
an expression of Christ’s love we serve the hungry,
thirsty, stranger, naked, sick and imprisoned by providing Food, Occupation, Clothing, Understanding,
and Shelter. We bring communities, parishes, and
partners together in hands-on activities – uniting
giver and the underserved -to help transform all of
our lives and break the cycle of poverty that afflicts
so many in our society, by moving them from dependency to self-sufficiency. A 501c3 nonprofit, services are provided without discrimination of any kind.
We do not require any faith commitment from anyone we help. We have a deep belief in the sanctity
and dignity of each person we serve and we welcome partnerships with others, faith-based or secular. We are an accredited charity with the Better
Business Bureau. FOCUS + Motor City is our Detroit
Center. Eric Shanburn, Director (248 671-4483 |
detroit@focusna.org | focusmotorcity.org)

COCCTELCOM & MEDIA MINISTRY
There are several branches to the Media Ministry,
intended to expand our reach and provide educational and other resources to our Orthodox faithful
and the public worldwide. These outlets include:
Good Works publication, COCCdetroit.org, YouTube COCCTelcom channel, and the soon to be
launched Detroit’s Own Orthodox Radio (DOOR)
weekly program on WZNK. Spread the word and
please contact Richard Shebib (248 345-9346 |
paschabook@sbcglobal.net) and see how to help!

St John

The Orthodox Clergy of metropoli- Chrysostom
tan Detroit gather throughout the
year as part of the “Saint John
Chrysostom” Brotherhood, as a way
to share their pastoral experiences,
learn, pray, and interact with one
another on a unique level. All priests and deacons in
canonical order are invited and encouraged to take
part. The president of the Clergy Brotherhood, also
serves as Spiritual Advisor to the COCC and other
affiliated groups. Please contact Fr Laurence Lazar
(248 569-4833 | frlazar@hotmail.com)

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN WOMEN (OCW)

ORTHODOX VISITATION MINISTRY (OVMD)
The Orthodox Visitation Ministry of Detroit is an effort to help
parishes keep in contact with
the elderly, shut-in, or otherORTHODOX
wise disabled members who
VISITATION
cannot be physically active in
MINISTRY
their community. Their motto is
of Detroit
“Sharing Christ’s Love by Visit“Love One Another” ing with a Friend”, reminding
these brothers and sisters in
the Faith that they are not forgotten by their Church.
It is a simple but meaningful program that can be
adopted by any parish wishing to benefit from it.
Contact Karen Todorov or Gail Razook (248 3459346 | orthodoxvisitationdetroit@gmail.com).

BROTHERHOOD OF SAINT MOSES
The Detroit Chapter of the Brotherhood of Saint
Moses the Black (the Ethiopian) exists primarily as
an outreach to those seeking the True Faith of the
Orthodox Church. As the Church finds deep roots in
the lands of Africa, the BSMB strive to make it
known and understood in America. Sharon
Gomulka (248 477-6411 | bsmb-detroit@att.net)
serves as Chair for the Detroit Chapter.

Are you, or is someone in your family a college / university
student? The Orthodox Christian Fellowship is a registered
student group at over 200 colleges and universities.
Statistics show that a staggering 60% of students may not
return to active church involvement once they leave for college. OCF is an avenue which can help change this! Locally,
there are groups at University of Michigan Ann Arbor,
Michigan State University, Oakland University, and Grand

Valley State University. With your help, this year, the
COCC is working to reactivate the group at Wayne State
University and start one at UM Dearborn, and EMU! More
information will be published soon, but if YOU are a current or incoming student at any of these schools, or would
like to help us, please simply drop an email via:
www.coccdetroit.org in the “contact” section.
Grow in your Faith with new friends during the college
years… you will be glad you did!

The Orthodox Christian
Women of Michigan

OCW
The OCW celebrated its 22nd Anniversary on February 8
with their annual Luncheon. A slide presentation was
given after the meal by Matthew Holland, Corporate Relations Officer of the Detroit Medical Center Children’s Hospital of Michigan Foundation, a charity to which OCW
contributes. Mr Holland described many of the programs
the Foundation provides for the children in the hospital,
enlightening us about the many services that they provide. It was a rewarding presentation and a lovely afternoon shared among those who participated!
Submitted by Mary Lafter
The organization expresses its gratitude to Mary Lafter for
her years of sincere and faithful service as president.
On Monday, February 16 the recently elected board of the
Orthodox Christian Women of Michigan (OCW) met with
their Spiritual Advisor, Fr Laurence Lazar, at St George
Romanian Cathedral to elect officers for 2015. Those
elected were: Mary Ann Dadich, President; Vera
Brewer, Vice President; Effie Iwankowski, Secretary;
Loretta Gates, Treasurer. Other members of the Board
include Dorothy Founteas, Debbie George, Maria Kokkinakis, Mary Lafter Linda Saieg, and Mary Stanesa. For
the sake of their Orthodox sisters (and brothers) across
Orthodox Michigan we pray they will guide the OCW well.
As always, new members are encouraged and welcome!
Simply contact the OCW (information on previous page)
to learn more.

The Orthodox Christian
Women of Michigan

OCW

2015 MEMBERSHIP FORM
(please print)

Date ____________________________

Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________
City _________________________________ State ________ Zip ______________

Please return this completed
form with payment to:
OCW
c/o St Thomas Church
29150 W 10 Mile Rd
Farmington Hills MI 48335

Home phone _________________________ Cell ___________________________
Email address ________________________________________________________
Interests / Skills ______________________________________________________
Occuption ____________________________

Membership

___ New
___ Renewal

(Annual Membership is $15.00, payable by cash or check)
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NEWS

from around the
Orthodox World...

ORTHODOX PRESENCE PLANNED AT SELMA

We invite you to visit our COCC YouTube Channel
(www.youtube.com)! Simply key in “COCCTELCOM” to
view a variety of features on living our Orthodox Faith,
the community, current issues, COCC and other parish
events, and more. A few of our clergy have already volunteered — we hope more will step forward and contribute — it’s a wonderful outreach effort and we are
happy to come to you and film, edit, produce, and publish! The channel’s inventory is updated regularly, so
check in often.

NEW YORK – Archbishop Demetrios, the Primate of
the Greek Orthodox Church in America will take
part in the events commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the historic March on Selma, led by the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in which
Archbishop Iakovos of North and South America also
participated, along with other civil rights leaders on March 15, 1965.

If you have a suggestion for an event or a subject that
could be filmed and featured on COCCTELCOM,
please contact us (248 345-9346)!

Archbishop Demetrios will arrive in Birmingham,
Alabama, on the evening of Thursday, March 5. On
Friday, March 6, the Archbishop will participate
in a Press Conference to be held on the steps of
the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. He will
also participate in the groundbreaking for the new
Freedom Center (Human Rights Institute). On Saturday, March 7, Archbishop Demetrios will visit
Selma, and join other civic and religious leaders
at the historic Brown Chapel AME Church.

Axios!

Early in the Morning of Sunday, March 8, His Eminence will deliver remarks on God, Struggle, and
Unity at the Martin Luther and Coretta Scott King
Unity Breakfast. In the afternoon he will participate in the annual march across the Edmund Pettus
Bridge, commemorating “Bloody Sunday.”

God bless Father Lev Kopistiansky of
Holy Trinity parish on his recent elevation to the dignity of Archpriest.

CLERGY SEMINAR BY RENOWNED
ROMANIAN PROFESSOR
The Greek Orthodox Metropolis recently hosted the Very Reverend Dr Vasile Mihoc, Professor of New Testament at the Andrei Saguna Faculty of Theology (Sibiu, Romania) for a clergy
seminar. At the invitation of His Eminence, Metropolitan
Nicholas, clergy from around the area joined in the Metropolis’
Syndesmos gathering at Sts Constantine
and Helen
Greek Orthodox Church in Westland.
Several of
the priests attending, were former
students of
Fr Vasile. It was an enriching day for
the participants, and the clergy
from outside the Metropolis
are grateful for
the invitation
offered by His
Eminence.

To commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the March
on Selma, and to highlight the efforts of His Eminence Archbishop Iakovos of blessed memory to advance the Civil Rights Movement, the Archdiocese
has launched a website (civilrights.goarch.org)
with historical resources, etc around this important time in our nation’s history.

MACEDONIA PRISON FREES SERBIAN BISHOP
His Eminence Archbishop Jovan of Ohrid was released from prison on February 2, ending 1,147
days of his third prison term in the Republic of
Macedonia. The Archbishop, ordained in 2005 by the
Serbian Orthodox Church,
has faced criminal charges
and been imprisoned three
times by Macedonian authorities whenever he entered the country to perform archpastoral duties.
The case has attracted the
attention
of
religious
freedom activists throughout the world.
“On February 2, 2015, in
compliance with the ruling of the Skopje Court,
Archbishop Jovan of Ohrid, a hierarch of the Serbian Orthodox Church, was released from the Idrizovo prison. His situation and physical condition
were considered at the fraternal meeting between
Patriarch Kirill of Russia and Patriarch Irinej of
Serbia on November 15, 2014, in Belgrade.

credit: Detroit.goarch.org
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The release of Archbishop Jovan is hailed in the
Russian and Serbian Orthodox Churches with gratitude to God.

The Bible:

An Orthodox Perspective
Saturday, March 28, 2015
St Nicholas Church
2143 S Center Rd, Burton, 48519
(810) 744-0070

Rev Fr Silviu Bunta, PhD
Assoc. Professor, University of Dayton, Presenter
5:00pm Great Vespers
6:00pm Light Lenten Meal
6:30 pm Presentation; Q&A

RSVP by March 25

Detroit Orthodox Choir to Sing
Concert in Cleveland, Ohio
The Orthodox Choir of Metropolitan Detroit will offer a
Concert for the benefit of “Zoe for Life!” in Cleveland,
Ohio on May 2, 2015. This will be the first time the choir
has traveled out of state in what is being considered a
unique endeavor for the Orthodox communities of these
neighboring states.
The 40+ voice Choir is regarded as one of the finest volunteer ensembles of its kind in the country. The concert is
open to the public and is sure to be seen as an example of
love and cooperation in support of a worthy cause.

(810) 744-0070

A Special
Invitation to
the Orthodox
Faithful of
metro Detroit...

lessed
be the Name
of the Lord!
A Benefit Concert
performed by
The Orthodox Choir of Detroit
Victoria Kopistiansky, Director

The Consecration of
St Mary Magdalene Church
2439 S Long Lake Rd, Fenton 48430

Saturday, April 25, 2015
10:00am Consecration Divine Liturgy
Bishop Alexander of Toledo presiding
6:30pm Consecration Banquet (also honoring of Fr
Paul Jannakos's 30th anniversary of priesthood)
Music & Dancing
RSVP, TICKETS & INFORMATION
Rebecca Lazar (810 714-1818 | st-marymagdalene.org)

SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2015
St Mary Romanian Orthodox Cathedral
3256 Warren Rd, Cleveland OH 44111
www.coccdetroit.org
www.zoeforlifeonline.org
Proceeds benefit
“ZOE FOR LIFE!”,
An Orthodox Initiative
aiding women in need

Z

OE
FOR LIFE!
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PARISH SPOTLIGHT...
STS CONSTANTINE & HELEN CHURCH
The history of the Saints Constantine and
Helen Greek Orthodox Church parish begins in the late 1800s when young Greek
immigrants came to settle in Detroit and
the surrounding area. Some began holding meetings in a rented hall on Myrtle
Street. In 1930, the first board of trustees
was elected for the official Saints Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox
Church. Under their guidance, this small
congregation started holding liturgical services in a variety of locations. For the first
two years, services were held in a private
home. Later, they moved to a hall above
the Strand Theatre at 14th Street and
Grand River. Throughout this period the
entire congregation was raising funds with
the idea of building a permanent place of
worship. In 1937, the Archdiocese of North
and South America officially approved the
goal of building a church for all northwest
Detroit Greek Orthodox citizens.

The decline of the city eventually took its
toll on the church. By the early 1980’s, the
remaining Saints Constantine and Helen
parishioners felt it necessary to move.
They purchased 25 acres on Joy Road
between Wayne and Newburgh in Westland. In 1986, the Hellenic Cultural Center
was completed. Church services were held
in the cultural center where a large photograph of the beautiful white marble altar
from Oakman Boulevard church stood as a
reminder of the boxed pieces, held in storage, to be reconstructed in the new
church. Groundbreaking for the new
church was held May, 1994, and the expansive complex, with one of the largest
Orthodox church buildings in the area was
completed in September 1996.

STS CONSTANTINE & HELEN
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Fr Teodor Petrutiu has been serving as
Parish Priest since 2007. Under his leadership the parish is enjoying a spiritual and
community renewal.

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit
36375 Joy Rd, Westland 48185
phone 313 538-1142 | www.stcons.org
Rev Fr Teodor Petrutiu

Thus, a church community, that began
with a handful of families,
blossomed into the focal point
for spiritual and social activities for more than 750 Greek
families. This community primarily drew its members from
the west side of Detroit, Dearborn areas. It also provided
the base from which the parishes of Holy Cross in Farmington Hills and Nativity of
The Virgin Mary in Livonia
were established.

ORTHODOX CHURCHES OF METROPOLITAN DETROIT
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St Mary
Antiochian Orthodox Church
Founded 1985

Holy Trinity
Romanian Orthodox Church
Founded 1925

Holy Ghost
Orthodox Church
Founded 1919

www.stmaryofberkley.org
3212 W 12 Mile Rd, Berkley
V Rev Fr Nabil Fino

www.sfantatreime.org
1850 E Square Lake Rd, Troy
Rev Fr Calin Barbolovici

www.svducha.org
38500 Ryan Rd, Sterling Heights
Archimandrite Gregory Valentine

Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese
Diocese of Toledo & Midwest

Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese
in the Americas

Bulgarian Orthodox Diocese
of the USA, Canada & Australia

THIS PAGE IS USED FOR PRINT ADVERTISMENTS.
Please call 586 775-4799 for information.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Lunch for the Hungry is served Sundays at 2pm, Sts Peter & Paul Hall
(3810 Gilbert St, Detroit). Contact Focus Motor City to help.

TICKETS ON SA
LE!

March
1

1st Sunday of Lent: Orthodoxy (Lenten Vespers)
6pm: St Mary Antiochian Church, Livonia
2nd Sunday of Lent: St Gregory (Lenten Vespers)
6pm: St Stevan Serbian Church, Warren
COCC Monthly Meeting,
7pm: Holy Trinity (Russian) Church, Detroit

8
10
11

Rediscovering Hagia Sophia
6:30pm: Sts Constantine & Helen Greek Church, Westland

15

3rd Sunday of Lent: The Cross (Lenten Vespers)
6pm: St Thomas (Albanian) Church, Farmington Hills

16

OCW Speaker Series: “Ask Father” part 2
7pm: St Nicholas Romanian Church, Troy

22

4th Sunday of Lent: The Cross (Lenten Vespers)
6pm: St Thomas (Albanian) Church, Farmington Hills

24

+ Eve of the Annunciation
Patronal Feast Vespers
7pm: Annunciation Greek Cathedral, Greektown

25

+ Annunciation of the Virgin Mary
Patronal Feast Hierarchal Liturgy
10am: Annunciation Greek Cathedral, Greektown

28

Vendor Show
Sts Peter & Paul Romanian Church, Dearborn Heights

29

5th Sunday of Lent: St Mary of Egypt (Lenten Vespers)
6pm: Descent of the Holy Ghost Romanian Church, Warren

Sunday, April 26, 2015
Cocktails 5pm | Dinner 6pm

APRIL
1

May-June Good Works Submission deadline

5
6-11
12

+ Entrance of the Lord into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)
Great & Holy Week of the Lord’s Passion
+ HOLY PASCHA (The Resurrection of Christ)

13-18

Bright New Week of Pascha

14

COCC Monthly Meeting
7pm: Holy Transfiguration Church, Livonia

18

“Black & White” Ball
6pm: Sts Peter & Paul Romanian Church, Dearborn Hts

20

OCW Speaker Series: Zoe for Life, Michigan
7pm: Holy Transfiguration Church, Livonia
+ Holy Great Martyr St George
Patron Feast Divine Liturgy
10am: St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield

23

26

Join us with your family and friends at a lovely event for a
great cause! Purchase tickets through your parish or call
Mihaela today: 313 595-7640.

GOOD WORKS

MAR-APR 2015

ST GEORGE ROMANIAN ORT HODOX CATHEDRAL
18405 W Nine Mile Rd, Southfield MI 48075 USA
Telephone 248 569-4833

Patron Feast “Hram” Banquet (free-will offering)
1pm: St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield
Detroit’s Own Orthodox Radio, 1st Broadcast
5pm: WNZK, 690AM
COCC “Spring Celebration” Dinner-Dance Benefit
6pm: St Michael Banquet Hall, Redford
FMC - FOCUS Motor City (Orthodox Detroit Outreach) sponsored event
OCW - Orthodox Christian Women sponsored event
CFS - Community Feast-day Service Program

Parishes are encouraged to submit calendars to us!

Dated Material - Do not delay
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